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8. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) -

Sidelights - Door elaborately paneled.

Door with fluted pilasters, Ionic capitols, dentil course of\architrave,CEreek key
frieze & fine detail at cornice. Roof of porch projects, has metopes
under. (Compare Brown-Butterfield & §tone bldg. . E ) Ell on left (S.) side joins
main block (compare Munroe Tavern. D+])3 windows deep; two story high. Flatter
pitched roof extension to ell has bracketed hood over door. Garage attached to ell

extension.

This house is identified bv E.B. Worthen as "A. Augusta Smith;" also,
"Windsor Smith" (no date).
Photo from Burr Church collection, Lexington Historical Society.

S. Lawrence Whipple, 1984
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The door surround on this house appears to combine various details from the architectural pattern books of Asher
Benjamin. The carpenter has used Benjamin’s designs but simplified and combined them to fit his skills and his own
sense of design. In addition to Roman lonic pilasters, the door surround displays diamond-shaped decoration, a fret frieze
and a decorative band alternating diamonds and circles (Reinhardt: 32-33). This is one of a number of Asher Benjamin-
inspired doorways which survive in East Lexington (see also 627, 715, 870, 884, and 1106 Massachusetts Avenue).

The entrance portico is a ¢.1920 alteration; the original frontispiece survives virtually intact and was re-installed on the
new, extended entrance at that time.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

Elizabeth Reinhardt refers to this as the “John Beal House” (Reinhardt 1977: 32).

According to E.B. Worthen, this house (located next to the old Adams School) was occupied by Levi Smith, his sister
Augusta (“Gusty™), and their two nephews, Windsor and Miner Smith (Worthen: 49). Levi Smith (1823-1906) was a
farmer.
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